FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE           37
Men, rich, influential, distinguished, sought
Florence's company, but not only did she fail to
make opportunities for Parthenope to many, but,
in Parthenope's opinion, her intellectual attitude
"scared men away from marriage. Besides, thought
Parthenope, potential suitors might well hesitate
to marry into a family in which a daughter such
as Florence threatened to bring disgrace by her
unconventional conduct. Parthenope was in
many ways illogical and selfish, but to Florence
it was none the less painful that she should be
looked upon as her sister's enemy.
So when Florence wanted to go to Paris, she
was begged to consider her sister, and Parthen-
ope's tears were added to Mrs. Nightingale's
arguments. Florence wearily capitulated, and
announced that she would cancel her arrange-
ments. But matters could not be left in this
position. She had already surrendered much for
the sake of her family, and as the months passed
she decided that she could sacrifice herself no
longer, especially as she had come to see that her
mother and sister would not be content by any-
thing less than a complete renunciation of the
career upon which she had set her heart. At the
beginning of the following year, therefore,
Florence made her stand. She announced that
it was essential for her to study in the Roman
Catholic institution in Paris, and that nothing
could dissuade her this time. Mrs. Nightingale
and Parthenope beat against her resolution in
vain.